Aston Fields Middle School

Year 8 Curriculum Newsletter - Spring Term

Striving For Excellence: Learning For Life

Dear Parents/Carers, Core Subjects
Over these two pages, you

will be able to read about / English
what your child will be o

learning over the course of The pupils in Year 8 o
this term. will be reading

Should you wish to find out by Malorie Blackman

Noughts and Crosses Q
more, please visit our website:

Reading skills:
www.astonfields.worcs.sch.uk Whilst reading
Noughts and Crosses,
pupils will be asked to make both
predictions and inferences using
evidence from the text to support
and justify their views. They will
carefully analyse language and
discuss how it contributes to the
meaning of the novel.
Additionally, they will be asked to
make comparisons about the main
characters and their lives. Pupils
will also experience reading
playscripts.

Writing skills:

Using the novel, pupils will write
in a range of different genres,
including:

A recount - A diary entry from the
main character's perspective
Character analysis - looking in
depth to one character’s life and
experience

TV news report - focusing on a
key event within the novel.

Grammar & Punctuation:
Pupils will also recall technical
SPaG knowledge and spelling
strategies taught throughout KS2
and apply these to their own
writing.

[ Personal Development \

Staying Safe Online (online
relationships and assessing online
content and contact)

Character Education focus:
'Character and Community'-
Perseverance, community spirit,
resilience, honesty, grit and integrity.




/ Geography

Topic - Completion of ‘How Asia
is transforming’ and start the new
topic ‘River basins’

Pupils will look at the continent of
Asia and explore the many changes
that are taking place economically
and culturally. We also explore the
diversity in the physical geography
of the continent. We will then begin
to look at the topic of rivers and how
they shape and impact our
landscape.

Skills to be developed:

Map skills and locational .
knowledge, using data and =
evidence to explain
changes and explanation
of physical processes
using labelled diagrams.

o

~

Foundation Subjects

/ Physical Education \

This term, the Physical Education
curriculum focuses on advanced
skills (physical, psychological,
social and technical) in various
sports and learning activities. Pupils
engage in deeper thinking into what
happens physiologically to our
bodies during exercise in health and
fitness while further refining
individual technical skills of
abilities in archery and gymnastics.
The emphasis is on mastering
performance

analysis

techniques, %
showing resilience | '
during challenge.

o

Pupils will continue to complete
a carousel of DT based projects
including Food Technology,
Textiles, Product Design and
Systems and Control. Each
project will last for 8 weeks and
has been developed
to introduce pupils
to new materials and
processes as well as
developing their
designing,
making and
evaluation
skills.

o

/ Art & Design

Topic: Amazing Architecture

Pupils will create a collagraph
printed image. They will look at
columns from ancient Greek
architecture before studying more
local features and modern artists.
Key skills to be developed include:
Researching local historical and
modern architecture.

Observing and drawing key
features of a range of different
buildings using a range of different
mediums.

Developing the level of detail and
accuracy within their work.
Printmaking -create an =
accurate collagraph print of an F@mﬁ

architectural feature.

o

Pupils will develop their

knowledge and understanding of
Blues music including traditions
and cultures of Africa and
America. Pupils will learn the
technical skills to perform a blues
melody, the blues scale, the 3
chords - C, F and G, and the
walking bass pattern to the 12 bar
Blues accurately and fluently.
Pupils will explore ways to

improvise and
cBIaeA

Music

/ Design & Technology \

v

consider how
the components

can be
interpreted and
experimented
with.
/ Computing
Topic: Python

Pupils will explore what Python is
and how it is used in the wider
world around us. They will start
with simple programs involving
input and output, and gradually
move on to arithmetic operations,
randomness, selection, and
iteration. During this unit, they will
learn the basics of Python
programming and be able to correct
common errors in a code.

Skills to be developed:

e To be able to make simple
programs using Python code.
e To be able to identify errors in

Q code and correct them. j




